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Trans Visibility March Calls for National Support in Emotional 

Rally and Protest  
9 Oct.  2019 | By Izzy Hardy  

 

The National Transgender Visibility March made history by being the first of its kind on Sept. 28, when 

people from all over the country filled the streets of Washington, D.C. to advocate for transgender rights.  

 

The event came roughly one week before a highly-anticipated Supreme Court hearing on whether Title 

VII of the 1964 Civil Rights Act, which prohibits sex-based discrimination at the workplace, applies to 

LGBTQ employees. The hearing is set for Oct. 8.  

 

Saturday’s march began at 9 a.m. with a “Freedom Rally” in Freedom Plaza, where 12 trans activists took 

turns delivering emotional messages to a crowd of people that half-filled the plaza and whose cheers 

could be heard from the White House. Beginning at 11a.m., protesters marched from Freedom Plaza to 

Third Street for about two hours, carrying creative signs in a sea of blue and pink to echo the colors on the 

trans pride flag. Emphasis was put throughout the day on the strength of the trans community and of the 

importance of LGBTQ ally support.  

 

Among the activists speaking at the Freedom Rally was transgender actress and “Pose” star Angelica 

Ross. She stood at the podium on Freedom Plaza dressed in a flowing white dress and spoke to her 

audience in a firm, commanding voice. “We want us to win together,” Ross said. “You can be anything 

you want to be. You are more than trans.” At the end of her speech, Ross concluded with a chant, calling 

her audience to join in. The words “trans power” echoed through the plaza.  

 

Other activists also spoke about the importance of pride and community, as well as about the upcoming 

Supreme Court vote. “2020 is the year that we have to be here,” trans activist Rev. Valerie Spencer called 

to the crowd. Democratic congressional representative Eleanor Holmes also stood within the crowd of 

supporters.  

 

The Freedom Rally concluded with the raising of the trans pride flag, and the reading of names of victims 

of transphobia-based acts of violence and murder, many of which were due to confrontations with police. 

Event coordinators told the crowd to take a couple of collective breaths before they gave marchers safety 
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instructions. Those marching were to reach out to the safety team that was located throughout the course 

of the march, wearing fluorescent green vests and handing out water bottles. “Police should be a last 

resource,” an event organizer stressed. 

 

Local singer Tyrone Stanley sang Andra Day’s “Rise Up” while people filed into the street silently to 

begin the march. His voice shook, showing a raw emotion that was also evident in some marchers’ tearing 

eyes. An American Sign Language interpreter stood alongside Stanley, signing with deliberate emotions 

and enhancing the feeling of unity and support.  

 

“When trans people are under attack? What do we do? Stand up, fight back,” became what protestors 

quickly began to chant once they’d reached the street. Snare drums, loud headdresses and stilts contrasted 

against marchers’ signs and pins.  

 

Among those marching was Ze Clute, who traveled from Florida to attend the protest. Clute is among the 

organizers behind LGBTQ rights movements that have been ongoing since the 2016 Orlando nightclub 

shooting. Unlike event organizers, she stressed the importance of the police in protest events. “At the end 

of the day, one might take a bullet for us,” Clute said.  

 

Nick Martin, one of the volunteers within the march’s safety team, also said that police are important in 

protest events. He said that while his stance on the sidelines was to support, his green vest could only help 

guide fearful protesters in times of conflict to safety resources such as the local police.  

 

Nevertheless, Martin did not diminish his role as a volunteer. For him, volunteering at the march was a 

way to show his support as a trans rights ally. “It’s important that allies join in the effort,” Martin said. “I 

think that’s what most of the speakers talked about earlier, that they were excited to have their trans 

brothers and sisters there, and that the allies were also in the crowd supporting.”  

 

At the end of the march, Martin remained at John Marshall Plaza, talking with other marchers. He was 

among many who held onto the emotion of the morning just a little longer, sharing stories, taking 

pictures, and rehydrating under the hot September sun.  


